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Since the start of the 2000s, Mehdi Cibille has been ex-
ploring the visual and graphic elasticity of a particular 
motif: four spheres connected to each other by small 
ball joints. This web-like object, outlined and contained wit-
hin a thick black line, is the Module de Zeer. Zeer stands for 
Zone Expérimentale d’Expression Relative. 

Cibille takes this form and multiplies it, stretches it, isolates 
and condenses it, deforms it endlessly, testing its limits in 
different spaces and on different materials and scales. He 
thereby interrogates the plastic permanence and the per-
petual evolution of a logo that has become logos, both the 
purpose of and an element of a visual message. Here, a 
single letter replaces the alphabet. It allows Cibille to create 
a plastic world and to bring into play the autonomisation of 
the artistic form as both an actor and a spectator.
 In an exploration that aims to create a homoge-
neous world based on formal self-references that feed 
into themselves until they become independent enti-
ties, Cibille becomes an “artisan” of the Module de Zeer. 
wasteland are the primary territories for his art. This is urban 
art, street art, but above all it is a social and political act. The 
book, Spray Can Art (Henry Chalfant, 1987), opened up this 
world to him as a teenager. The exhibition Graffiti – État des 
lieux (Galerie du Jour Agnès B., Paris, 2009) gave the ar-
tist his family (Jonone, Futura, Zevs) and travel companions 
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(Moze 156, Sydney). Now, each new intervention pushes the Module de Zeer beyond its own limits. The motif – which is 
a motive, a reason and a pretext as much as a theme and a design – morphs every time the artist imposes changes on 
it. In Équation (Clichy-la-Garenne, 2014), the Module turns from a “figure” into an amalgam, from a static element into a 
landscape, a landscape it isn’t satisfied with composing but must also inhabit and set in motion. From the tension he sets 
up, Cibille points to the fatal destiny of a Maison du Peuple designed in the 1930s to be the scene of collective life, and 
now obsolete. Whatever the context or the backdrop, the artist always locates his actions in the place where he identifies 
a flaw, a paradox, a contradiction in public space. In a word, he enters into contact with, rubs up against, confronts, and 
in this way even interrogates and invites others to take their place within the collective, in what society does. Start Game 
Over (Paris, 2009), Croissance par le milieu (Pantin, 2014), Derrière cette porte tout est possible (Issy-Les-Moulineaux, 2016) 
and Monumenta des Quartiers Nord (Marseille, 2017-2018) urge people to look, to consider what is common and ordinary, 
even outdated, in our civilisation. More recently, Dialogue (Palais Royal, Paris, 2018) was formulated to address what was 
there, established in a setting that has been a work since the intervention of Daniel Buren, established in an institution – the 
Ministry of Culture – which opened up to urban art. 

Photo credit, previous page and above: Jean-Michel Thirion



Invited to transpose his urban interventions into galleries, 
Cibille focuses on links and connections between two ap-
proaches which, in appearance, could be opposed. His galle-
ry work is sometimes an extension of his street art, as with 
Start Game Over (Paris, 2009), in which each erased stencil 
gives rise to the creation of a canvas, then of “positive sten-
cils” – Matrice (X) et (O) – exhibited at Clichy-la-Garenne in 
2014. Élévation, presented at the repeat of the group ex-
hibition, Graffiti – État des lieux (Galerie du jour Agnès B., 
Paris, 2013), allowed Cibille to set up a tension between his 
guerrilla interventions on the “trucks of Belleville” (since 
the early 2000s) and the “white box” of gallery spaces; the 
space serving as the backdrop for the work is the same – a 
white box – but the artist approaches it differently: from the 
outside without being seen, on the tops of trucks, and from 
the inside to be seen on the walls of a gallery. It is art as the 
ultimate mise en abyme.

Éléonore Marantz, architectural historian University of Paris 1 
Panthéon-Sorbonne (School of History of Art and Archaeology)





previous pages: X - O - X, acrylic on cut out wood
47.2 x 47.2 in. (each work), 2020

above: 2014, Matrix (X) and (O)
Stencil tool, Clichy-La-Garenne (parisian suburb), 78.7 x 78.7 in

opposite: 2009, Start Game Over
Game in which absence is the opponent, Paris, 78.7 x 78.7 in



Above: 2014, The artist in his ephemeral studio,  
Maison du Peuple de Clichy (parisian suburb)
working on Equation

opposite: 2015, Art = science, installation created 
in the Grand Palais. Curated by the The French Brain 
and Spinal Institute in partnership with the FIAC



opposite: Élèvation, exhibition: Graffiti, État des lieux, 2013
Galerie du Jour, Agnès b., Paris

Below: 2014
Immersion, Mise en boite du Module de Zeer
Les Bains- Douches, Paris



above: 2018, Dialogue, installation ordered by the French 
Ministry of Culture. Cour d’Honneur du Palais Royal, Paris. 
The work has been removed by the Ministry after french artist 
Daniel Buren complaint

opposite: 2019, Les sept piliers du Module De Zeer 
Carcassonne castle, in collaboration with the National 
Monuments Centre



LOGOLOGIQUE

Jean Dubuffet says :

«The Logologique universe
is like a fish secreting him-
self the water
in which he swims.»

Mehdi Cibille (aka)
Le Module de Zeer goes :

«Splash.»

Franck Le Feuvre and Jonathan Roze
are pleased to present Logologique, the first solo exhibition of
Mehdi Cibille aka Le Module De Zeer at the gallery.
This exhibition is marking the 10 years anniversary of Le Module.

Opening on Thursday, October 8, from 2pm to 9pm, with the 
artist in attendance. During the opening, Mehdi Cibille will paint a 
mural a few steps away from the gallery.

Exhibition from October 8 to 31, 2020
A catalog is published. Foreword by Agnès b.

For ten years, the artistic history of Mehdi Cibille and his Module 
is marked by collaborations with the French fashion designer and 
gallery owner through exhibitions, creation of clothing collections...

Informations, interview with the artist, high resolution images:
Jonathan Roze : jonathan@ lefeuvreroze.com

164, rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré, 75008 Paris

+33 (0)1 40 07 11 11 | www.lefeuvreroze.com | Instagram : @lefeuvreroze
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